The present study was conducted to collect the exotic and indigenous plants biodiversity data from the 210 nurseries of Pattoki in three months. Present findings confined to 147 plant species which belong to 52 families. It include 61 species of trees, 46 species of shrubs, 11 species of palms, 8 species of grasses and 15 species of indoor plants All these plant species have important use in landscaping. This paper includes plant species ranging from tropical environment to subtropical and temperate zone. The main aim of this study was to highlight the flora of Pattoki nurseries and plant species which are currently being used for landscaping in Pakistan. List of these plants, with their environmental requirements and habit of growth is presented.
INTRODUCTION
Pattoki is the city in District Kasur of Punjab province in Pakistan. It is headquarter of Tehsil Pattoki and is 2 nd biggest city of District Kasur as per population. Pattoki is known as "The City of Flowers". It is named after a caste of Hindus called Pattwaan. It was a HinduSikh dominated town famous for its cotton production and was called The "Cotton Queen". After the independence of Pakistan the cotton industry became weak. This city is an economic hub for many villages in the surrounding areas.
The Changa Manga forest is 10 kilometers and Ghehlan's nurseries are 1 kilometer away from this city. Its green market is famous all over the Punjab for production and distribution of ornamentals. Pattoki was declared as "Queen of Flowers" by Queen Elizabeth because of the largest flower market in this region. Farmers export their flowers and flower products to all over the world. It further comprises 72 villages. The main usages of plants include: sources of food, vegetables, fruits, beverages, drinks, spices, condiments (Schultes, 1992) .
Pattoki is the hub of the nursery farms in the Asian Subcontinent. There are about 850 small scale and large scale nursery farms present. It comprises about 5 km belt of nurseries on the LahoreMultan road. The number of these nurseries is 186 which are linearly located beside the road. These nurseries have plants species ranging from temperate zone plants to the subtropical and tropical plants adapted in the agr-ecological conditions of Pattoki. These plants include tree species, shrubs, palms, creepers, grasses, bonsai, topiaries and other indoor plants. By installing a garden in your property you are effecting environment in a positive way (Steiner and Domm, 2012) . Type of soil and pH value of the soil affects the planting during landscaping (Art, 2007) , (Burrell:, 2007) . Pattoki soil is the sandy loam soil which is very suitable for planting (Jalali and Jalali, 2016) .
Pattoki contains one of the biggest setup of the nursery farms. Nurseries business was started here since 18th century. Now the setup has become so vast that plants are exported to other cities as well as to the other countries Like Dubai and Saudi Arabia. Plants are also imported from china, Malaysia, Holland, USA and from some European countries (Zafar, 2007) . These are the exotic plant species and have a great demand in Pakistan. One of the biggest problem of production is lack of knowledge among farmers about latest agriculture technology and also farmers are deprived of efficient government support (Perera, 2007) , (Abid et al., 2016) , (Hussain et al., 2015) . Some of the problems have restricted the nursery business only within Pakistan. (Rockwell et al., 2014) . Information, foresight and practices of local people can play their role through applied ethnobotany to identify and find solutions to the problems of sustainable development and conservation of plants (Hamilton, 2003) .
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The data about the plant species was collected by regular visits to the nurseries in Pattoki. 210 nurseries were visited and plant species were identified and their medicinal value was estimated with the help of Flora of Pakistan (Razaq, 2010) . Export and import potential of nurseries was documented by individual interviews of nursery owners. A semistructured questioner was used to record data on the spot. Prices of plants were noted down from all nurseries for a specific plant by conducting a brief interview of nursery owners and an average was calculated to get a round figure. It was observed that the price of plant depends on the size of pot, age of plant, type of plant, investment required for the cultivation of plant and its growth habit.
RESULTS
The data collected was arranged on the bases of category of plant species (trees, Shrubs, Ornamental, palms, Flowers, Indoors, grasses, creepers and climbers), family and its environmental adaption (tropical, Subtropical and temperate). It include above 100 species of plants which are used in the landscape. The common names, botanical names, family and adopted climate of all the plants species that were identified during the survey are shown ( Table-1 ). The plants which were identified and the family to which they belong are presented (Figure 1 and Figure) . It was observed that plant belonging to Euphorbiaceae, Palmae, Moraceae and Apocynaceae show significant value with the highest number from Leguminosae family. It also includes all the exotic plants (Small in Number) which are imported majorly from China and Thailand and are kept under shade or green house conditions. Almost all the nursery owners were illiterate and therefore only conventional ways of plant production were adopted. But there were also those farmers which were using latest technology despite the fact that they were uneducated. 
DISCUSSION
It was observed that there are two kinds of nursery businessmen, Dealers and producers. Dealers are the commission agents they take stock from the producers and supply to the end consumer keeping a margin in final price as their commission. Plants price depends upon the size of pots, age of plant, availability of plant, plant type and initial investment.
Pot size includes the size ranging from 10" to 48". This size is estimated on the basic of the width of the pot. The most benefited person during all the supply chain of nursery business was commission agent which was a thing of common observation. There is a lack of knowledge about medicinal value of all the available plants in Pattoki despite the fact that the most diverse flora of Pakistan is present here. These plants can be used to fight against the emerging diseases of new age if there medicinal value is calculated by precise surveys of Pattoki (Ahmed et al., 2015; Ahmed et al ., 2014; Barkatullah et al., 2015; Bibi et al., 2014a; Bibi et al., 2014b; Ishtiaq et al., 2015; Murad et al., 2013; Rashid et al., 2015; Shah et al., 2016) . It was evident from the fact that majority of plants are subtropical to tropical as Pattoki lies in the subtropical to tropical region of Pakistan. But the most fascinating effect that can be highlighted is that the plants belonging to temperate climate are surviving equally as well. This fact can be used for further study of flora of Pattoki in relation with its unprecedented climate.
